existentialism is inadequate and sketchy. Philosophical attempts to reconcile the empi ricism of practice and the idealism of philo sophy created 'mixed systems' (4) with faults both ways: trespassing the limits of experience on one side and on the other neglecting the determination of the philoso pher to 'create' a consistent system. Even the author's presentation of different schools of existentialism is on many points mislead ing: all contemporary schools are offsprings of Kierkegaard -some with an atheistic and pessimistic tinge, others theistic and optimistic. But This book is a collection of papers presented at the 100th birthday of the Belief aire Resi dential Treatment Center for Children, in Cleveland, Ohio. In the first paper Dr. Mayer discusses one hundred years of change in institutional child care, with special reference to Bellefaire. He refers to the controversy regarding institutional care versus foster-home care, which has been going on since 1900. As he points out, this is not an 'either/or' proposi tion -there are children who need to be placed outside their own homes but who cannot benefit from foster-home care. Bruno Bettelheim, in his paper entitled, "The Future of Residential Treatment in Society", goes one step further and, using the kibbutz as an example, suggests that even 'normal' children need placement in some other set ting than their own home because the small nuclear family is no longer the best equipped place to raise children. He predicts that in future there will be more children in institu tional care, although the nature of institu tions will change.
There are three papers on education in residential treatment which emphasize the importance of integrating the teachers into the treatment teams, recognizing that ther apy and teaching cannot be separated from each other in residential treatment.
There are also three papers on group living and two on psychotherapy in residen tial treatment. Dr. Noshpitz refers to the controversy between the importance of in dividual psychotherapy over milieu therapy in the residential treatment of children. Arguments are presented for both sides, but Dr. Noshpitz's own point of view is not revealed.
The book covers the important issues relating to the residential care of children and is recommended to all professionals thus involved. 
